PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
& ENVIRONMENT STUDY

*...this process satisfies the National
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) of 1969
which requires federal agencies to
integrate environmental values into their
decision making processes.”



WHAT IS A PD&E STUDY?
A Project Development &
Environment (PD&E) Study is a
process followed by the Florida
Department of Transportation
(FDOT) to evaluate social,
economic and environmental
impacts associated with a
planned transportation
improvement project.

FDOT established the PD&E
process as the state's
procedure for complying with
the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.

PURPOSE AND NEED
A PD&E Study begins with the
definition of the Purpose and
Need. The purpose is a set of

intends to fulfill by the
transportation improvement |
project under evaluation. The
need is the reason(s) why the :
transportation improvement ;.1 =)

project is proposed. k A :H

EXPLORING SOLUTIONS

During a PD&E study, several improvement
alternatives are developed that meet the purpose and
need. These alternatives are developed with input
from the public, local government and environmental
agencies obtained throughout the study process.

The No-Build or No-Project alternative remains a valid
alternative throughout the study process. Under the
No-Build alternative, no improvements are made. The
project area remains the same.




PD&E STUDY ...
10 STEP PROCESS

The PD&E Study process used in the development
of a project is made up of several components.
The intent of the process is to study each valid
alternative to the level of detail necessary to
accurately assess any potential
associated with the proposed improvements and
to make a recommendation of the preferred
alternative(s). '

(1)  Define the Purpose & Need

Collect Data

Develop Alternatives

Analyze Environmental Impacts

Conduct Public Workshop

Refine Alternatives

Select Preferred Alternative

Conduct Public Hearing

Recommend an Alternative
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Location Design Concept
Acceptance (LDCA)




BEING GREEN

FDOT conducts extensive studies to ensure that the
design of transportation projects appropriately reflects
the unigue engineering and community characteristics
of the local area. Engineers, planners and scientists
work together to collect and analyze project
information to develop the best solution for a
community’s transportation needs. Consideration of
the human, natural and physical environment is an
important part of this process.
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INVOLVING THE PUBLIC

A comprehensive Public Involvement Program is
conducted for each study. The program is
designed to make the public aware of the project
and to solicit comments and input from the public
during the development and evaluation of the
alternatives and the selection of the recommended

alternative.

RECOMMENDING AN
ALTERNATIVE

Once the analysis of

all valid alternatives,

including the No-Project AR NG
alternative, is completed |:

and the public has had the
opportunity to comment
on these alternatives,
a recommendation is
made. This recommended
alternative, along with the
supporting documentation
and summary of public
input, will be presented
to the Federal Highway
Administration  (FHWA)
for Location and Design
Concept Acceptance
(LDCA).

WHAT'S NEXT?
Upon obtaining LDCA,
FDOT proceeds to the
next phases in the
transportation process...
final design, right of way
and construction.

PUB: May 25, 2008




SMART TRANSPORTATION

Smart Transportation begins at the planning level.
FDOT works with local governments and agency
partners in the planning of our communities’
transportation needs. The public and our
environmental resources are involved from the initial
planning phases through the final design and
construction of projects.
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MORE INFORMATION

For additional information concerning a PD&E Study
in your area, please contact the Florida Department of
Transportation:

anuanmenlm Managcnugsiy

3400 West Commercial Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309-3421
Telephone: (954) 777-4601

Or call toll free at (866) 336-8435 ext. 4601



